YOU CANNOT RUN FROM THE LORD

Jonah 1:1-3

Jonah was trying to run from the presence of the Lord. He may have thought that by leaving the holy land of Israel he could escape the influence of the Holy Spirit. Much like people under conviction will leave the presence of their Christian friends or the church to ease the guilt associated with their choices. 

1. We can ____________ ourselves of anything.

2. Your __________ will often lead you away from a truth revealed to you in ____________.

3. Tarshish is the _______________ west at the greatest distance from Ninevah to the east.
Romans 7:23 “but I see a different law in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in my members.”
We often convince ourselves of a truth contrary to what our Spirit is telling us which leads us to depart from the Lords will for our lives. This is the only instance in the Old Testament where a prophet is sent to a heathen nation and it is likely that Jonah convinced himself these people were unworthy of his efforts or he could have let the fear of leaving his comfort zone scare him off. Most of us fear the unknown. 
[image: image1.jpg]



Jonah in Hebrew 

=  
____________

Amittai in Hebrew 

= 
____________

God wanted a man of truth to speak the Word of God to Ninevah who had become a large city and had fallen into wickedness in part due to their ignorance.

The Lord shows ________ on all … not just the believer

Jonah clearly shows that God is interested in ALL PEOPLE EVERYWHERE, and that special consideration should be taken for people with no understanding of Gods Word. Heb 5:13, Jon 4:11. We have to be careful as believers not to fall into the trap of the Pharisees and setup our own version of Gods law into the equation of salvation or mercy. Read Matthew 28:19
CIRCUMSTANCES IN YOUR LIFE LEAD YOU BACK TO GODS WILL IF YOU REPENT.

Jonah 1:4-5

Why would Jonah lay sleeping in the midst of the storm?

What can the sleeping signify in a practical way to us today?


REPENTENCE IS KEY

Jonah 1:17

Notice it took three days in the face of death before Jonah would repent. I can imagine this is shocking to some of us who think we would have repented from our sin much quicker. But you must be just as quick to examine the sin in your own life just as harshly.

Sin = _____________________________________

What circumstance(s) in your life are separating you

from the will of God?

(How long will you stay in the belly of death?)

Romans 8:6 “For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace”

THERE IS ALWAYS HOPE

Jonah 2:10

God can turn even the _______________ situations in life to _______________________. You only need submit to his purpose and plan for your life. Notice the first thing the Lord tells Jonah in chapter 3 after rescuing from the grips of death. He tells him to complete the purpose he set before him previously. Don’t think you can stay in the mouth of the death and demand your own way or beg God to rescue you and then forget the command he has given you. God does not give you options, he gives you purpose. And he will not lead you to ANY purpose that he will not see fulfilled. God does not change his mind or plan for your life. The real issue is how long it takes you to come into agreement with Him. It took Jonah 3 days!!!    Num 23:18 1 Sam 15:29

A WITNESS TO THE WORLD

Jonah 3

Notice the city of Ninevah repented before Jonah did. It took Jonah 3 days in the pits of death and it took Ninevah 1 day by the word of a prophet and stranger to their land. Even the King of Ninevah showed more discernment than the whole nation of Israel who had wisdom and had been built up on the Word of God since birth.

Matt 23:36-38 "Truly I say to you, all these things will come upon this generation. Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were unwilling. Behold, your house is being left to you desolate!”

Matthew 12:41 “The people of Nineveh will stand up against this generation on judgment day and condemn it, for they repented of their sins at the preaching of Jonah. Now someone greater than Jonah is here—but you refuse to repent.”

DISAGREE WITH THE LORD ??

Jonah 4

Notice that Jonah became angry at the Lords decision of mercy. He even brought up the fact that he had known this would happen and therefore was justified in his anger. Jonah knew the loving kindness of the Lord and had just experienced that mercy him self, but still he could not feel compassion for those he deemed unworthy. Jonah, as we all do at times, disagreed with Gods judgment. But there is a problem with disagreeing with Gods will…

HE IS GOD !!!!

C.S. Lewis 'Mere Christianity' page 53 
Of course God knew what would happen if they used their freedom the wrong way: apparently He thought it worth the risk. Perhaps we feel inclined to disagree with Him. But there is a difficulty about disagreeing with God. He is the source from which all your reasoning power comes: you could not be right and He wrong any more than a stream can rise higher than its own source. When you are arguing against Him you are arguing against the very power that makes you able to argue at all: it is like cutting off the branch you are sitting on. If God thinks this state of war in the universe is a price worth paying for free will--that is, for making a live world in which creatures can do real good or harm and something of real importance can happen, instead of a toy world which only moves when He pulls the strings--then we must take it is worth paying. 
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What storms in your life have you slept through and how did they lead you back to the Lord?





Has God ever asked you to do something you didn’t feel like doing or were scared to do?
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