The Walk of Life

11.19.06


Romans 12:2-9

The Word of God tells us that we have choices in this life. We can choose to live in His power and allow His grace to govern our lives or we can choose to live outside of His grace and anointing and become frustrated.

V. 3 
It is the Power of God that works through us -------------  Therefore we have no reason to boast or brag

V. 6
If you operate outside your measure of faith you exceed the limitations God has set on you and become frustrated or anxious, which allows the devil a foothold in your life.

You can be doing something you DON’T WANT TO DO and still have peace about it

just as you can be doping something which feels like it’s FOR GOD and have all kinds of anxiety.

Does the thing you do cause you to be filled with peace or chaos.

When you operate in your anointing you will have peace in all circumstances. 

Romans 14:1-4

The Word of God tells us that we are not to get caught up in judging our brothers. Arguing and creating strife within the body of Christ about doctrine or tradition is futile and unfruitful. This only serves to confuse people and tangles us up in the deception of the devil which causes strife instead of harmony.

WWJD is the best practice for the body of Christ.

Romans 14:10-12

The Word of God tells us that we will all stand before the Lord and give account for our choices.

Matt 12:36-37 "But I tell you that every careless word that people speak, they shall give an accounting for it in the Day of Judgment. For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned."

The Word is telling us that we all HAVE CHOICES and we will answer for those choices one day before the living God. But he has set a personal warning device within each of us called THE HOLY SPIRIT and should we learn to follow this warning we will make more and more of the right choices in life. We will learn to follow the “Light of Life’ instead of the darkness of this world.

Christ is the “Light of the World” and we are called to walk in His light, not in darkness.

Light 











  Darkness
Illumination, unquenchable 




         chaos, confusion, misery, destruction

Eternal, peace, joy 








     death, ignorance, sorrow
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Can only be seen in the spirit




         This form of vision is only possible in the flesh


Gen 1:1-4

In the beginning our world was covered in darkness. God brought light to the world. How could God see that the light was good? 




             Because he was seeing through the eyes of Spirit.
God is Spirit and the breath of life He gave to each of us is part of that spirit. We must learn to walk in and see in that Spirit to become mature sons of God.

Q. How do we learn to walk in the Spirit and grow?

A. Through perseverance & self control

2Pet 1:4-10 “And through this he has given us the hope of great rewards highly to be valued; so that by them we might have our part in God's being, and be made free from the destruction which is in the world through the desires of the flesh. So, for this very cause, take every care; joining virtue to faith, and knowledge to virtue, and self-control to knowledge, and a quiet mind to self-control, and fear of God to a quiet mind, and love of the brothers to fear of God, and to love of the brothers, love itself; for if you have these things in good measure, they will make you fertile and full of fruit in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For the man who has not these things is blind, seeing only what is near, having no memory of how he was made clean from his old sins. For this reason, my brothers, take all the more care to make your selection and approval certain; for if you do these things you will never have a fall.”
James 1:12-15 “There is a blessing on the man who undergoes testing; because, if he has God's approval, he will be given the crown of life, which the Lord has said he will give to those who have love for him. Let no man say when he is tested, I am tested by God; for it is not possible for God to be tested by evil, and he himself puts no man to such a test: But every man is tested when he is turned out of the right way by the attraction of his desire. Then when its time comes, desire gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is of full growth, gives birth to death.”
THANKFULNESS = GROWTH 

1Thess 5:16-18

God tells us that we should be thankful for every blessing and in all circumstances find a reason to rejoice. This is A LOT easier said than done and takes operating in the Spirit and growing into maturity. Just like any other muscle. The more you work it the larger it grows. Your spirit is a muscle as well and takes constant exercise to grow into the calling of God on your life.

One of the most damaging things we can do as children of God is forget to be thankful. We are so used to expecting more and wanting more that we forget to thank God for what we already have. Instead of being thankful, we start feeling neglected and needy, and pretty soon we convince ourselves that God hasn’t really done that much for us to begin with. This is pure pride chopping away at our souls and can cause you to fall from the call God has placed on your life.

THANKFULNESS = INCREASE
Read Mark 8:1-9 (Listen Closely) When Jesus gave thanks and blessed the food, He spoke well of or was grateful for THE THING HE ALREADY HAD which caused the thing he was thankful for to increase.

So what stops us from being thankful? We forget to count the little things, which in reality are BIG THINGS.

· My husband came home safe everyday this week 


What if he hadn’t?

· I had food in my fridge every night for dinner. 


What if I went hungry?
· I’ve been warm and cozy in a nice soft bed every night this week. 
What if I had no home?
· I woke up today. 






What if I didn’t?

How many blessings has God given you this week?
How many of them did you thank him for? How many of them do you take for granted?

Does Christ love you anyway, yes? Even as you love your own kids, but how much more do you do for your own kids when you know they appreciate it? When you know they are grateful, not greedy. It’s not always that they are ungrateful as much as it is that they have simply not been reminded to appreciate what they already have. They forget to be thankful just as we do. Forgetfulness is nothing new however and something we all have to deal with. Placing yourself in a spirit of thankfulness however is a CHOICE and one that you make and re-make everyday.
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We have to learn how to see with our Spiritual Vision.





DON’T LET YOUR CIRCUMSTANCES DETERMINE YOUR OUTCOME IN THIS LIFE
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