What is Theology?

Theology is the ___________________________

Why would C.S. Lewis be discouraged from teaching theology?

In our present time of education, discussion and information you would be hard pressed to find anyone that doesn’t hold an opinion on God. The problem is that most people draw from false conclusions and simple ideas; and therefore tend to lose any desire to learn the truth, which is immensely more complex in nature. God is not mans religion.

Why do people reject God?

The #1 Reason ________________________Actions of believers. 

Be careful of the way in which you behave, especially if you claim to be a believer. The only Bible most people will ever read will be YOU.

Ephesians 4:1-6 “ I then, the prisoner in the Lord, make this request from my heart, that you will see that your behavior is a credit to the position which God's purpose has given you, with all gentle and quiet behavior, taking whatever comes, putting up with one another in love; Taking care to keep the harmony of the Spirit in the yoke of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, even as you have been marked out by God in the one hope of his purpose for you; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, who is over all, and through all, and in all.”

If we all would practice this one exhortation imagine the change in the world that would occur over night. Now imagine the ones being lead away from the truth because we do no t obey this command.

If Christians want us to believe in a Redeemer, let them act redeemed”

~Voltaire
The #2 Reason.
_____________Too Complex or Too Simple.

Dogma is too simple and Theology is too complex.

In reality though it is usually unwillingness on their part to dedicate the necessary time and energy to come to a solid conclusion. A conclusion would most definitely mean change, and most folks do not want to change. It is much easier to simply reject the whole idea across the board. 

The Bible and true Christianity is far from simple. It is in fact quite complex and will never be fully realized in a lifetime. The Bible is meant to be a guide, a standard, help for us to grow into becoming the people God called us to be. Every mechanism in the world comes with instructions, why not life? Is Sony or GMC more prepared than God?
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There are many critics for the Bible and Christianity but one of the hardest Christian Statements for people to believe is that Christ is the “Son of God” in a different way than we are sons.

What God begets is 

____________________

What God creates is 

____________________

John 1:1-5 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him; and without him was not anything made that has been made. In him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the light shines in the darkness; and the darkness does not comprehend it.

Word = logo = subject of or thought

Christ was in the beginning with God and all creation was

___________________________________

The only reason any of us have the _________________ to have the Zoé Life is because we originated  _________________ who has the Zoé Life himself. (Spirit)

Reread John 1:1-5                Life = Zoé = Spiritual Life

Keep in mind being the “Son of God’ has nothing to do with the fact that Christ was born of a virgin. It has to do with TIME. Christ was before TIME. Christ existed with God before mankind existed at all. Time is an element that is not in the nature of God.

Revelation 1:8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega, says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.”
Christ has come to share his “light” with us and break us free from the constraints of time. What is this light that He shares? His Zoé. 

The goal is to get the Zoé life into us.

We had no choice in receiving the _______________ Life

We have to choose to receive the ________________ Life

As we learned last week the process of growing requires one part of us to die as the other part is fed and nourished and continues to grow.

John 10:7-16 Jesus therefore said unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep. All that came before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them. I am the door; by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and go out, and shall find pasture. The thief comes to steal, and kill, and destroy: I came that they may have life, and may have `it' abundantly. I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. He that is a hireling, and not a shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, beholds the wolf coming, and leaves the sheep, and flees, and the wolf snatches them, and scatters them: he flees because he is a hireling, and cares not for the sheep. I am the good shepherd; and I know my own, and my own know me, even as the Father knows me, and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice: and they shall become one flock, one shepherd.

So how do we obtain this Zoé Life?

It is a lifelong process of denying the flesh and feeding the spirit. Your flesh is the Bio Life and Your Spirit is the Zoe Life. You alone determine the degree each will grow. The only sure way to grow is to surrender your will to that of the Father. In obedience and humility you find true power. His grace and His Spirit will feed you but you must dedicate yourself continually. This is not a time punching session at church. This is a LIFE CHANGE FROM WITHIN.

“The longer I live, the more I realize the impact of attitude on life. Attitude, to me, is more important than facts. It’s more important than the past, the education, the money, than circumstances, than failure, than successes, than what other people think or say or do. It is more important than appearance, giftedness or skill. It will make or break a company... a church... a home. The remarkable thing is we have a choice everyday regarding the attitude we will embrace for that day. We cannot change our past; we cannot change the fact that people will act in a certain way. We cannot change the inevitable. The only thing we can do is play on the one string we have, and that is our attitude. I am convinced that life is 10% what happens to me and 90% of how I react to it. And so it is with you; we are in charge of our Attitudes.”
~Charles Swindoll
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“If Christians would really live according to the teachings of Christ, as found in the Bible, all of India would be Christian today.” ~Mahatma Ghandi

















