What is faith?

Rom 10:17

“So then faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.”
Faith here is a verb, an action. Yet it also defines your belief, your creed or your standard for living, which is a noun. But if faith is a belief than how is it considered a Christian virtue?

Definition:(Virtue) n. Moral excellence and righteousness;
Because if you use faith in the sense of a belief than you must also understand that people who are guided by emotions show an action when they choose to stick to their belief even during times of trouble or doubt. This act of choosing to stand is the virtue.

TRUE FAITH IS STANDING STRONG EVEN WHEN YOU DESIRE TO QUIT AND GIVE UP

Read book pg. 140-141

At some point in your life (the earlier the better) you must decide to take a stand and choose your path. What road will you take? Will you follow after your own wisdom and rely upon yourself for salvation or choose Christ? Most of us find that once we realize the need for Christ the true battle begins. Satan will not want to let go of what he has had. It is now when standing becomes tough. True faith will not give in to emotions, pride, arrogance or fear, but will stand strong in the power of Christ.

“When the going gets tough, the tough get going.”

C.S. Lewis explains two different kinds of faith in the book.

#1 – Faith = what you believe

#2 – Faith = complete trust in Christ

It takes years of growing in the first kind to resting in the second.

Prov. 3:5-6 “Trust in the Lord with all you heart and lean not on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him and He will make your paths straight.”

Read book pg. 147

When you truly learn to “Let go and let God” you have found peace. In the middle of the storms in life you have shelter. You will have a sense of knowing that tells you in the end all will be well. You will know that God sees all and knows all and that your only hope is to put all your trust in Him. His Word will not return void and we have a promise from our Father in Heaven.

Romans 8:28 “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.”

When you can live in this scripture you have become a son.

Deeds vs. Faith?

The Word of God tells me in John 3:16 that if I only believe I shall have everlasting life. So what if I believe and yet keep on living the way I lived before? Am I still saved?

Look closely at the word believe for a minute. 

Do you believe you can fly?
NO

So you don’t go jumping off an 80ft building. WHY?

Because you live as you believe

Do you believe the government will penalize you if you don’t pay your taxes?
YES

So you pay your taxes. WHY?

Because you live as you believe

Do you believe food and water are necessary to keep

you alive? YES

So you eat and drink daily. WHY?

Because you live as you believe

Can you TRULY BELIEVE the Word of God and stay the same?

Are you living as you believe?

There are those that try to justify themselves by deeds as the Pharisees did in the Old Testament. Then there are those who try to say they live by the grace of God and only His mercy will save them. They use this as an excuse for the wrong they do in their life. But do not the two go together, faith and deeds? Can you really have one without the other? Is one more important than the other?

As John Calvin put it, "Faith alone justifies; but the faith that justifies is never alone." Or as Paul put it in Galatians 5:6 “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything, but faith working through love.”

Read James 2:14-26

Notice that James mentions Rahab and Abraham here. The Father of Faith and a prostitute to that acted on her newly found faith.  The Holy Spirit did not contrast these two on accident. James chose the most honored Old Testament person, and then the most unlikely New Testament person, a Gentile, a prostitute even. And her works were not even all that great, yet she makes it into the New Testament three times – Matthew, Hebrews, and James! Why, because she demonstrated her faith by her works. She became a believer in Joshua 2:9-13. She believed the Word of God, just like Abraham did! And that faith totally changed her life. She risked her life as well as her families by hiding the spies and sending them out another way! That is an instant change of heart. 

Name a change in you since you have come to seek the face of God through Christ?



2 Corinthians 5:17
”Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is 
a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.”

God bless you as you seek His will.
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