You are Blessed.

You have food to eat, clothes to wear, a roof over your head and a warm bed to rest you head. God has given to you abundantly of His graces. God governs everything you have or ever will have. When you truly understand this reality you will have come to the beginning of wisdom.

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom” Prov 9:10

Fear here means to revere, honor, respect or hold high. How do you honor the Lord? Do you show respect for or revere Him? Do you give back from the many blessings He has given you? Do you help others in His name? Do you provide for His house? Do you give as freely as you have been given to?

Tithes & Forgiveness

Both commands from our Lord represent your willingness to…

“Let go and Let God”

When you tithe you are trusting God to 

___________________________________________________

2 Corinthians 9:6

When you forgive a wrong; you are trusting God to 

___________________________________________________

Romans 12:1819

God has an order; a way in which this machine we call life is to be run. He has left the outline of ownership for us in His Word. It’s up to you to read the instructions and submit to His way or cling to your way.

Read Matthew 7:24-25 

Facts about tithing from the Word of God.
· #1 - You cannot buy your way into Heaven. – Matt 23:23      

Notice here the Lord implies tithing is the easy part. Showing acts of mercy and kindness are harder to master.  Scribes and Pharisees were often the ones the Lord would rebuke for they thought their “religion” gave them honor. Modern types are those that attend service and tithe for show neglecting to practice kindness and mercy to others. They “feel” righteous by their actions. To those the Lord replies… Read Matt 6:1 
· #2 – God expects you to trust Him – Matt 25:23                 The man who returned to the Lord the same he was given lost his blessing out of fear. What you do with your money, your time and your talent reflects your trust in the Lord. He has promised to provide for your needs if you honor him. Don’t allow fear to rob you of your blessings.
· #3 - Forgiving & Tithing go hand in hand – Matt 5:23-24                 The Lord wants a pure heart full of grace. For in the measure that you give it will be given back to you. If you are giving from obedience but yet full of anger or resentment in your heart you cannot receive the blessings the Lord has in store for you.
· #4 - “Test me in this” says the Lord. – Malachi 3:10          This is the only place in the Bible where the Lord tells you to test Him. It is apparent from personal experience that those who obey this command reap the benefits. As the Word explains, you reap what you sow.        Read Luke 6:37-38    

God provided for His people as any Kind does. As the Israelites lived in the Promised Land provided by God, so we too live in the land of milk and honey by the grace of God. As with any Kingdom a tithe or tax is required to insure the well being of the whole body. Remember the more you have the more you are responsible for. But how do you consider what is God storehouse in modern times?                          Read Galatians 6:6-10
· Considerations for Gods storehouse

· Are you fed there?

· Does God live there?

· Is Christ glorified there?

· Can others be fed there?

· Can you in good conscience support this place?

Be part of something bigger than yourself.

· Are you grateful for what the Lord has done?

                                                                Show Him by honoring Him.

· Do you want to share the Lord with others?

                                                Enable His house to be open to others.

To give is to go against the natural and embrace the supernatural. Giving your money is like giving part of your flesh… You work hard for your money and you have needs to be met. So it goes against the grain to “give it away”. But remember where you got it to begin with.
Read Gen 22:13-14 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. So Abraham called that place The LORD Will Provide. And to this day it is said, "On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided."

Don’t allow fear to steal your blessing. Honor God and He will honor you. Just as Abraham was called to sacrifice unto the Lord you to are also called to offer sacrifice of yourself. You must remember that you are only giving back what already belongs to the Lord. He has provided for you from His abundant riches and glory. He can only give back to you what you will first give to him. 

Mark 8:34-36 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 35For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me and for the gospel will save it. 36What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul?

“Is it easy to love God?' asks an old author. 'It is easy,' he replies, 'to those who do it.' I have included two Graces under the word Charity. But God can give a third. He can awake in man, towards Himself, a supernatural Appreciative love. This is of all gifts the most to be desired. Here, not in our natural loves, nor even in ethics, lies the true centre of all human and angelic life. With this all things are possible.”

~C.S. Lewis
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