What vision has the Lord given you. What can you see yourself accomplishing in this life? (Group Discussion)

1. The whole world is a stage and you have the leading role in your life. It is your decisions that determine the outcome of each and every situation. What two elements are involved in every choice?

1. The What _______________________________________

2. The Why ________________________________________

What makes up the “raw material” in each of us?

Psychological make-up

education/understanding

Heredity/environment


talents/abilities

2. Which part of the choice is God interested in - the Why or the What?

God is trying to get you as far along in the growth process as possible before you go home. 

You become the choices you make.

Proverbs 23:7, "For as a man thinketh in his heart, so is he."

·  Feed lust

Become __________________

· Feed greed

Become __________________

· Feed pride

Become __________________

Name some ways in which you feed pride?

Determine the attack & feed the spiritual counterpart.

You overcome the trials by becoming stronger.

· Pride vs. Humility - Seeing ourselves as we are and not comparing ourselves to others is humility. Pride and vanity are competitive. If someone else's pride really bothers you, you have a lot of pride yourself.
· Greed vs. Generosity - This is about more than money. Generosity means letting others get the credit or praise. It is giving without having expectations of the other person. Greed wants to get its "fair share" or a bit more.
· Envy vs. Love - "Love is patient, love is kind…" Love actively seeks the good of others for their sake. Envy resents the good others receive or even might receive. Envy is almost indistinguishable from pride at times.
· Wrath vs. Kindness - Kindness means taking the tender approach, with patience and compassion. Anger is often our first reaction to the problems of others. Impatience with the faults of others is related to this. 
· Lust vs. Self-Control - Self control prevents pleasure from killing the soul by suffocation. Legitimate pleasures are controlled in the same way an athlete's muscles are: for maximum efficiency without damage. Lust is the self-destructive desire for pleasure out of proportion to its worth. Sex, power, or image can be used well, but they tend to go out of control if we allow them.
· Gluttony vs. Temperance - Temperance accepts the natural limits of pleasures and preserves this natural balance. This does not pertain only to food, but to entertainment and other legitimate goods, and even the company of others.
· Sloth vs. Zeal - Zeal is the energetic response of the heart to God's commands. The other sins work together to deaden the spiritual senses so we first become slow to respond to God and then drift completely into the sleep of complacency.
What you feed becomes stronger. What you starve will die.

Feed kindness

starve greed
become kind

Feed self-control

starve lust
become self-controlled

Feed peace

starve envy
become peaceful

He broke the power of sin for you. Now you have to make the moves to get them out of your life. It is your choices that drive this car now.

You are no longer a slave to sin.

Rom 6:14-23 For sin may not have rule over you: because you are not under law, but under grace. What then? are we to go on in sin because we are not under law but under grace? Let it not be so. Are you not conscious that you are the servants of him to whom you give yourselves to do his desire; if to sin, the end being death, or if to do the desire of God, the end being righteousness. But praise be to God that though you were the servants of sin, you have now given yourselves freely to that form of teaching under which you were placed; and being made free from sin you have been made the servants of righteousness. I am using words in the way of men, because your flesh is feeble: as you gave your bodies as servants to what is unclean, and to evil to do evil, so now give them as servants to righteousness to do what is holy. When you were servants of sin you were free from righteousness. What fruit had you at that time in the things which are now a shame to you? for the end of such things is death. But now, being free from sin, and having been made servants to God, you have your fruit in that which is holy, and the end is eternal life. For the reward of sin is death; but what God freely gives is eternal life in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

5 Things @ Sex

1. Biological purpose out of proportion with desire. 

2. Sex is a good thing; the world has corrupted it like it has every other pleasure God created. 

3. Sex is nothing to be ashamed of

4. The world means to trap you with sexual desire

5. Flesh sins will fall away. It is the spiritual sins we keep.

Roman 12:2 And let not your behavior be like that of this world, but be changed and made new in mind, so that by experience you may have knowledge of the good and pleasing and complete purpose of God.
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