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The WORD





1 Cor  4 - 7





Jesus is the expression of God in a form we can understand.





You allowed WHAT in our home?











1 Corinthians 5


Paul tells us three very important facts here in chapter 5 and each is worthy of more time, study and prayer on your part.


You should never have pride in sin


Tolerance is not righteousness


You judge the church, not the world.


Paul is horrified to find out that his people are allowing a repulsive sinner, even to the gentiles, to live among them in the church. To make matters worse they are actually proud of the fact they have tolerated this behavior. 





Most people tend to forget what Paul says in 5:9-10. When he is teaching us how to live as Christians he is not speaking to those outside the body of Christ. He is instructing those within the body of believers. We have a tendency to turn out indignant eye towards the unbelievers and judge them with all fervor yet we allow that same sin to live within our own body.





Paul tells the church to turn this man over to Satan for the destruction of his flesh. This passage represents the excommunication of the sinner and releases him back into the world where Satan has authority. It is clear that this should be done in an assembly setting and with the power of the Holy Spirit present and under the guidance of the church father. Paul says he is with them in spirit.





Keep in mind that we all sin, everyone of us. It is the way in which we approach the sin that governs the work of the Holy Spirit. Transgression and sin have different characteristics. 


We not only have the right but the obligation to recognize transgression in the church. (Ch 6).  We are told by Christ to be in this world, not of this world. We are to be sanctified and set apart. We are to grow in spiritual maturity and be a beacon of light to others leading them to salvation in Christ.





Can we do this if we allow transgression to live among us?





People aspire to something bigger and better than themselves in Christ. If they see within the church the same behavior they see in the world, why would they believe anything is different about being a Christian?
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT








1 Corinthians 4


Paul concludes his admonition on divisions of the church and continues to lead his beloved away from false teachers. He tells us what we should expect from church leaders. They are to be servants and good stewards, not someone set above everyone else to be idolized. He says we should find the leaders trustworthy and full of power, not merely eloquent speeches and mans wisdom. You have to understand that in Corinth philosophy was very popular and society sought scholarly and charismatic teachers, much like today. Paul reminds them of his position as Apostle and sends to them Timothy who he calls his beloved and faithful child to remind them of his ways as their spiritual father. There are many leaders but only one father. He is basically telling them that there are things they do not understand yet and they should trust him as their father and that he will be coming soon to expose the truth of these leaders and their words.  What power did they have to back up their thoughts and eloquent talk?





Marriage is a gift (vv1-9) Not everybody has the same gift. People remain unmarried for different reasons (Matt 19:11-12)


Marriage is a ministry (vv10-16) We are called to serve in whatever capacity Christ finds us in. Marriage is no exception. You can be a light to those in darkness and sanctify your family through your love. (Eph 5:22)


Marriage is a calling (vv17-24) A Jew is still a Jew, A slave is still a slave and a married person is still married. You are called to fulfill your calling in Christ to the best of your ability. Perseverance is required to live out this calling.


Marriage is a challenge (vv25-40) Paul tells us of the blessings of marriage and the burdens of marriage as well. There is no doubt that in marriage there will be troublesome times just as in the world there is trouble. But Christ tells us to take heart for HE has overcome the world, and though Him we have the victory. 








“A man living in the flesh cannot discern the things of the spirit, and that is why you have to live, learn and grow in the Lord to realize your full potential in Christ.”





The Light within you is only as bright as the love in your heart. When you remember what Christ has done for you and truly come to appreciate His grace and mercy you will walk in love and peace.


                                                                    1 Corinthians 13: 1-13





But I say to you   ……..   It is good
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•	father = GennaÕ              the instrument by which you obtain your spiritual life in Christ


•	words = Logos  intelligence, word as the expression of that intelligence.


•	judge = Krino


	condemn; separate, divide or pass sentence


	Matt 7:1 (condemn)


	Matt 7:16, 7:20 (recognize)


•	tolerate = Gumnos


	to approach with apathy.  Spiritually naked. (neither hot nor cold)


	Rev 3:16


• 	transgression Heb 10:26-29


	knowingly and consistently disobeying the Holy Spirit.


•	sin = Hamartema


	miss the mark. To be out of line with the will of God. An individual act or deed of disobedience.











“I’m your father, that’s why”








Convictions vs. Condemnation








1 Corinthians 6:12


We have been set free from the law of sin and death. It is the law of liberty that operates in the lives of a Christian who has given their life to Christ. But notice the second part of that statement … given their life to Christ. You can confess the words of salvation all day long and never walk out your faith by the choices you make.





We are governed by love not law. We have a conscience to guide us, not the doctrine of men. Paul makes it clear here that we are to rise above the law, not become subject to it once again. Conviction verses Condemnation is the key here. Conviction is when the Holy Spirit moves on you in such a way that you are driven to change your coarse of action and turn from your sinful behavior towards the righteousness of God. You are compelled by your faith and love for the Lord to stand behind your confession. Condemnation is when you have broken a law and live in guilt and fear of retribution. Your remorse, if any, is inconsequential. You live knowing that you are a condemned person with no hope. But Christ tells us that he has beaten the law of sin and death and through Him we have the victory.





This revelation leaves us free to make mistakes, live, learn and grow in the Lord without being bound by the constant fear of punishment.





1 “it is ________ for a man not to ___________ a woman”


Paul is answering a question posed to him in a letter about the role of sex in the Christian home. He explains throughout this chapter that neither celibacy nor abstinence will make you holy. Some are called to single life. Some are called to married life. We tend to go from one extreme to the other in our view of what is “right” however. Chapter 6 addressed to those who thought temple prostitution made them holy, now he address those who believe celibacy makes them holy. In the end it is only our relationship with Christ that makes us holy. The rest is gravy.





5 “ ______ depriving one another, except by _____________ for a time …”


It had become an issue in Corinth as it is today in households where there is strife. It may be between believers with different views of righteousness or one believer bound to a non-believer. Either way Paul makes it clear that your body is not your own and that to manipulate and deprive one another, even in the name of God, is opening the door for Satan to invade your home.





14 “For the _________  husband is ___________ through his wife…”


The teaching here is that once God calls you and you start to live in His plan and purpose your whole family becomes part of that same promise. The Lord has called you and “Set you apart.” Your family is part of that plan. The thing to remember here is that God speaks to all of us in different ways and at different times according to what we can understand or need to learn. Allowing God to work in their lives and look to you for his light is the greatest give you will ever give them. 





27 “Are you _________ to a wife? Do not seek to be _________________”


      “Are you _____________ from a wife? Do not seek to _____________.”


Remain as you are called (v20). Paul was convinced the time was short  (v29). He expresses throughout this chapter that you should remain as you are when called and dedicate your life and your energy on God. His main reason for telling people to stay single was devotion time (v34).





31 Paul starts to end his letter with a poetic verse that includes all aspects of this life; those who have wives, those who mourn, those who are happy, those who possess and those who use the world. All of these are legitimate views but are still only views of THIS LIFE. Paul encourages here to focus more on our REAL HOME, which is eternity with Christ. He reminds us once again that the things in this life are temporary and passing. 


Matthew 6:19-20





1 Corinthians 6


Paul emphasis again here that as believers we should hold ourselves to a higher standard than that of the world. We should allow ourselves to be wronged instead of allowing an unbeliever to witness brother fight against a brother. He is still stressing unity in the church. It is of UTMOST importance that we grow together as a unified body in Christ, and if we cannot even handle matters of this world which is temporal, how then will we handle eternity?





In John 1:1 Christ is referred to as ho logos, which means in His preincarnate state he is the immaterial intelligence of God and the expression of that intelligence in a form humans can understand.





The way we use “word” today is mere speech but the Greek word logos means much more than audible sound. A mere spoken word in the bible can be found in Luke 24:8. The word is Rhĕma : meaning to speak.





Repentant Sinner


“I did it and I’m sorry”





Blind Sinner


“I did it but I don’t think it’s wrong”





Rebellious Sinner


“I did it, I know it’s wrong and I’m still not sorry.” 





3 Types of Sinner





WE ARE CALLED TO MINISTER TO THE WORLD AND BE A LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS       





_________     _________     _________     _________





DEFINITIONS
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