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A Relevant Word





1 Cor  1 - 3





Christ means for us to 


RELY


on Him


&


GROW


in Him





We are weak but He is strong











1 Corinthians 2


Paul continues to explain that true wisdom is found only in the power of God. 


He reminds them that when he came and preached the gospel to them he did not come with an eloquent speech or Greek philosophy. He came armed with the simplicity and power of the cross of Christ and that was all he needed. 





How many people do you know that think the cross of Christ is foolishness? 


He goes on to explain that greater wisdom is available to those who mature in their faith and become capable of understanding spiritual matters. But until you fully submit to the Spirit of God you are still living according to this world and will be unable to discern things of the Spirit. 





A believer’s faith is directly related to his maturity and we must all learn to use the power of God within us to live a victorious life and fulfill our God given destiny in Christ. 


John 10:10





Paul tells us to combine spiritual thoughts with spiritual words and thereby realize the things freely given to us by the will of God and grace of Jesus Christ.





How did Paul indicate they were immature?





1 Corinthians 3


Paul explains here that teachers and leaders are but servants of God and are only gifted because God has determined that gift for them. Therefore there is no reason for any leader to be exalted. It is only through the power and will God that they are able to lead at all.





He goes on to warn however that each servant will be held responsible for the gifts given him. This passage shows that although God may grant someone the gift of knowledge as a teacher, He will not determine their actions and each person can do according to his own will. 





We will all answer for our actions but a teacher or leader of the church will be held up to a different light of responsibility.  We are all servants of God and the work Paul is talking about building here is the building of faith in others. Believers are the temple of God and God will destroy any man that destroys that temple. 





Leaders have a choice as to how they will lead others in the work of Christ. The foundation is already laid, which is the saving grace of Jesus Christ, but there is much work to be done in the present time and this is the work Paul uses words like gold, silver, wood and straw. (v11-13) and says that these works will be tested by fire. Straw burns quick with fire, yet precious stones are fortified by the same blaze. The same heat that destroys also gives strength depending on the material one is made of.





An interesting note here is that Gods Word is referred to in the bible as “fire” (Is 5:24, Jer 23:28-32)





This would indicate two things:


Your actions and the actions of others will be tested in the fire of Gods Word


If you doubt the teaching of any particular leader you should test it against Gods Word to see if it stands.


The Lord tells us to put our trust in no man. (Psalms 118:8). This does not mean that you should not be in subjection to or accountable to a church leader. The bible clearly teaches that we are to assemble and that assembly has an order. This command is to keep you from being deceived by false teachers.








A House Divided








1 Corinthians 1


(v11)Paul has come to realize that there are divisions in the church among  believers who have   divided themselves according to different leaders. One follows Paul, one follows Cephas, one follows Appollos and there is even a group that follows Christ. While this last group would appear to be commendable at first glance you must remember that Paul uses the pronoun “I” when describing the different groups here (v.12), which indicates the factions were very individualized and set apart from a unified church.





It is more likely that those who said they followed Christ alone were simply proclaiming  themselves as “superior” and thereby not subject to the authority of leaders established by the church.





It is very similar in todays culture. We have groups who put their faith behind a particular denomination, a television personality or even those who claim they follow Christ alone but submit to no human authority. 





Paul reminds them that to place improper value on anyone or anything, including themselves is foolishness and leads to a behavior that is contrary to the teachings of Christ.


Our salvation is a gift from God and when we  forget this we start down the path of self righteousness which leads to an inflated sense of self. Eph 2:8





New believers tend to confuse the gifts of The Holy Spirit as intelligence and this leads to boasting. Pride begets arrogance, arrogance begets division and division throughout history has been the leading cause of many unchristian like actions being committed in the name of Christ.





Paul tries here to remind us that we are all but fools chosen by Christ so that no man has any right or reason to boast in himself. 





Christianity is ranked as the largest religion in the world today with approximately 2 billion believers. Of that two billion approximately 645 million (11%) are evangelical or bible believing Christians. There are over 38,000 different denominations and over the centuries Christianity has divided into numerous and distinctive beliefs or practices, but they are commonly considered branches of the same religion because they agree on such fundamentals as the Bible, the Trinity, and the teachings of the Nicene Creed. 








“A man living in the flesh cannot discern the things of the spirit, and that is why you have to live, learn and grow in the Lord to realize your full potential in Christ.”





1 Corinthians 3:12-17


There are three types of work in the church, which can be broken down as follows:





Profitable


Useless


Destructive





Profitable (v14) You will receive a reward for the faith you build that endures the fire, on The Day of Judgment. Remember that one man plants and one waters but all are accountable for their own actions of service.





Useless (v15) Any work that is not done for the edification of the body of Christ (all people) will be burned up and considered useless to the Kingdom of God.





Destructive (17) False teachers. Those that mislead believers and discourage true faith.





Paul links worldly wisdom to false teachings throughout the bible and it is apparent that to think yourself wise in your own estimation is folly. God chooses the foolish things of the world to confound the wise. 1 Cor 1:27 But again, we have the temptation of pride that leads many astray and this danger is present for all believers, not just teachers.





Three types of bricks in the temple.
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•	Paul = evangelist





•	Cephas = Pastor





•	Apollos = teacher





•	Boast = to prosper in





•	Transgression = consistently disobey





•	Sin = miss the mark





The Corinthian culture was one that desired wisdom and power and Paul must have been tempted to address the Greeks as a Christian philosopher, 1 Cor 2:4





He rejected this idea though and instead relied fully on the cross of Christ as his testimony. The power in Gods word does not need the wisdom of man to succeed. 





“Let him who boast, boast in The Lord”








Man of God beware








"Our divisions should never be discussed except in the presence of those who have already come to believe that there is one God and that Jesus Christ is his only Son."�--C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 











DIVERSITY OR DIVISION


“If we cannot end now our differences, atleast we can help make the world a safer place for diversity”


~JFK








Romans 4:14-16


For if those who are of the law are heirs, faith is made void and the promise is nullified; for the law brings about wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there violation. For this reason it is by faith, that it may be in accordance with grace, in order that the promise may be certain to all the descendants, not only to those who are of the Law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all.









